


Pirst of all I nust apologise for this nevsletter, B b being saneihot
isbe, The only exsuse I ‘con offer is +ioe, thig boing taken up Zainly with
Bolidoys, work on ny Talbot ond lMorris, nowing the lams, rallicg and
cultlveting o vegeltable garden o try and offset the resvlts of galloping
InPTntion, Hoveven I Esust the wait wilibe ol iile.

May I oppeal %0 you all oace nore for sone nore rovering naterial for
o/ s

the nexs novaletber na ny correspondence cupbo-a.:i ig sad'ly"baré.

DyCo

The A,G.M. fock place at this years April nmecting starting sonevhatb
late iIn the evening, After a fair anount of confusion on voting for the
comrittos Tule T was wncpdnously changed %o vobing by ballot instoad of by
ghow of hands, vhich should save any future euzbarrassuent,

The necting then got rather heated ond nembors decply divided over
the sugzestion thatthe elub should not charge a fec to entronts ab the elubs
rally., After considerable dcbate, if thats the rigat word, ‘l:":o proposals

were put forward, The Tirut, th 5 n. charge should be nade and noney
already received from cntrants be returned. Two narbers guarrantecd to pay
the total swi of entrants fecs if the rally turned out to be a finaneial
flop. The second proposalias thot cntramts pay as usual, still getting
their packed lunches 'md plagues. In a very close vobe the second proposal
was corried by one votc,.

Juring this very lively A.G.M, at least nobody had a chance to (oze

off.
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GR CAPT WYNDHAM WELLH

The first big international race after the war was the I92I French
Grand Prix run at Le Hans and limited to cars of 3 litres, Coatalen
produced two cars for this race, this time they were based on the Ballot
designed by Henry and had straight eight engines of 2,973 cc (65 x II2 mm)
with twin overhgad camshafts operating four valves per cylinder, two
cylinder blocks ané dry sump lubrication, These cars were a definite
improvement on the Ballots but had to be scratched at Le Mans as they were
uot ready in time, However, one was placed £ifth at Indianapolis.,

It nay be that Coatalen was envious of the success ofthe Peugeots
and B‘alloté designed by drnest Hemry but in any case, in 1922, Henry
Jjoined the Sunbeam company and was instrumenttal in producing a car to the n
new Strasburg Grand Prix formula which limited engine capacity to two litres
and dry weight to 650 kilograms. Although it was lmown that Coatalen
Tavoured eight cylinder engines for raecing, Henry produced a I,975 cc
(6€ x 130 1) four cylinder car with witthice speed gearbox and four
wheel brakes *qhich enbodied characteristics of his Peugeots of some cight
years carlier, Thesc new cars met with some disappointment on account of

their guffering from valve trouble; on the other hand, one of the 1921
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stralght clight cars mentioned carlier won the 1922 Tourist Trophy ot 55 n.p.h.
with Jean Chassagne atbihe wheel while another similar caw, driven by
Henry Segrave, put in o record lap at 57,7 m.p.h. before heing foreed to
rebire with inition troubl.s Kemelm Lee Guiness®s car regrotlably neve
loftd the starting line,
Lec Guiness entered for the Coppa Ploris in Sicily two racing verasiens

f the 24/'60 production model, These ere 5 litre (81,5 = I57 m"l) cars
and wvere driven by Segrave and Chassagne; Sesrave came socand ond althouzh
Chassagne had the misforlune to bresk an oil pipe and lose all his
lubricent, the story is told thot he manacged o finish in time ofter
buying uvp 2ll the olive oil obtainable in gome remote village

Coatalen now managed %o get Bertorione to Join the sunbeorr design
team, Fom‘erly d.signer for Fiats E%’elg had Bad a vory suceessful racing
scason In 1922, Bertarions produced for Swnbeams for 1923 a six cylinder
engine of 1,988 cc(67 x 94 nm) having roller bearing mains and big ends cnd
vhich developed 168 B.H.P, at 5,000 r,p.an; this engine wes mownted in the
previous years (Henry's) chass :Ls.

Three of thuse cars which, ineidentally, were good for some IL5 w5k
were cntered for the 500 mile French Grand Prix thich for 1923 was run ot
Tours, Their chiéef opposition eane from the suporcharged Fiasbs but in the
event all these retirud vith blower trouble and the Swmbeons, after o most
exclting race, took Ist (Segrave), 2nd (Divo] and 4th (X.Lee Guiness) places
the winner averaged 75 m,p.h.

The only other roce this scason for which these cars were entered was
the Spanish Grand Prix at Sitges near Barcelona which was mm over a distonce
of 250 niles; this time Albert Divo eanc 2nd ot an average speed of 97 mepdhe
Sone peo_‘ple’consider this year (I923) to be the climax in the racing carcor

of Swibeans,
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In 1924, in on atbept to keep abreast of Fiats and Pengeots, Borfarion:
superdmégod the two litre Sunbeans gso bringing the power up to I%6 3.4,P.ok
5,500 Tpets vhich in turm raised their top specd to about 125 n,p.h, Thoy
vore thvs quite the fastest Buropean Crand Prix cars of the year, Hovever
in spite of putting up the best times in practice, during the actual
Grand Prix vhich wos held at Lyons, ignition trouble dogged all of +hean,
Neverthe less, Segrave pul up a lap record at 76,25 n,p.h. ond nanaged %o
i:‘inish 5thias a natter of interest, ho also won the I924 Spanish Crond Prix

Liis

ot

1
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at San Schastion over o distance of 386 niles, IHis averog: specd
event wns 63 n.pJi,but night well have becn higher had not his car been
nuch overgeared; the coursc never pernitted tov gear, It is worth noting
in view of the success of thesc two litreengines, that Berbnrione designecd
& scaled down version of I} litres for voiturettc racing ; this had only
four bylinders with the sone bore (67 mr) bubt the stroke mwas incressed
to I05.,5 ni and with a boost of 7ibs per sq; inch devcloped I03 BLH.F.

at 5,500 r.pe,

The Sunbean coupany was far sighted enoughto czbody in its production
cars sorie of the lmowledge goined through racing and in late 1924 Coatalen
produced the prototype of a new super sports touring car. The design of
this nodel followed best contamporary raeing car practice and showed
definite cvidancecf developuant frorr the successful Bertarionc designed
1923 Grond PPix Sunbexis. It had o six cylinder engine of 2,9I6 ce
(15 = IT0mn) with two gear driven overhead canshafts, twin carburctbors
anc dry swup lubrication; the power output was 90B.I.Ps ab 34800 repolie

’L"u of these carsy now in small scale production for the puplic,
wvere entered for the 1925 Vingt (uatre Heures du Mons, One, driven by
Jean Chassagne ond S, C. H, Davis, covered o distance of I, 343 niles

ond finished sceond to a 3% litre Lorraine; the other, driven by Henry
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Scgrave end Foorge Duiler, vwndortwmately reblired with clutch Srovblz, Tha
Gromd Peix this yuor was held ab 'f-‘ion thlery mmd \;:.t:m 3‘1 three of the two
litre cory vers enbered only o, driven by an Ihalluaz, i"in:-’.;:hed; tiis

was 3}"’0 logt of the two litere Coond Prix o..ﬂ Dalagzes uool, tha first tws

loges,

-

"~

In 1927 o ten: of three of the J litre produetion coms was eabomed Ton

.

the Hszex six hour roce of Brooklends L‘.‘v"lvr“‘!. by D{,Ue?_'ﬂ Sogeawn wid T ;'w'mr

Duller cane First avorasl 1 6442 nepehe for 386 niles, Turner o M¢ '::?.x-‘:h.
but Segrave retired throush fuel shorbage, Duller akso won fho Inrnota
Cup for covering the greotost distanes and yob another oward for Hhs
garte perfomonce by o car of vnder 3 litres,

The sunsequent the 3 litre car wos nade n.duzw:l_.;. nble with a hlo‘-.::z;_-,:f.‘
beinsing Its powver upto I38 BL.H.P, at 34800 r,petie bt In dthis fora it
lost sone of its reliobilitysnd did not anjsy nuch suceess 1 the the
racging £ield, In any cusey "shis 1:\.’!:@ i”orh to ;,.ee‘* abr-_,a% of tha fines

wag nade in spite of the f'\.c‘t‘. thai b e :z,"d_ _g.l‘.:,_f'ea,d:,""bcen mommed in X926

thet ne further Simbenas .a'.rel‘é poing to be buils esuec.L..lw for racing,

T,

Nevertholess seversl ‘ofic of £ covs were In foct 'ttu‘rind "JL.L- sresificnlly

for challenging ‘Torld speed--.?.ecorda mv:l.sonc 50:’:‘ "cl‘.e,s"e ~'ﬁi’d’“'.‘1.u adidbiou,

take gart in racing, Pemmﬁ*s the bos'i: knowar ¢ a.r_'-n ’t.hs.s c'l“f,r;o ry w2d the

4 iitre,; I2 cylinder Sunbea., ’c.he maine e"? 1&11::1* was b Lon two I023
to Itre Grond Prlx.e;i.g"-_ne c}l’.mdcr blocka ‘.ngte& 0*1 “_-= (__ﬁg;:t::-o:; eroinkengo

to fomr a Vi2 engire, This engine in rootes superchm:{;cd Form dovelosed

Bore thon 300 Bul.’. at 5,200 »p.2, ond the ear with ¢y vedcht of only
i ’ L e ok ol .-. \

I8 owt, was capeble of over ISQ f.peh. Segrave drove this“ear jn the

Spanish “rond Prﬁx in IQ?o but re-,a.ra..d e'"cly *n:!:h y broken” Toont: 2%le;

e G i .
i .| | L -

T @

he also rotired in thm It- l.l.a.n Grand Prix hut won the speed tricls at

Boulogne ot o speed of 140,6 n.p.0.

N = »
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Moo of these cars were built, the 'Tiger' and the ‘Tigress", potl of
vhich wore later bought by Sir Malcoln Canbell who,af'ter rebuilding the
chassis raced then c:onsism.tlyat Brooklands ond elsevhere, Ome ofther,
the 'Tiger!, is racing with considerable success in Vintoge sports Car
Club events, This car was the onc whichbbroke the Torlds Land Speed

Record in 1926 driven by Sir Henry Sograve ot 152, 33 m.p.i. This,however,

is amother story and rather outside the scope of these notes}

PIT SToP g mans 1925 S.C.H.DAVIS

WITH TWwin CAM 3 LITRE SUNREAM
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BOOX _REVIEW,

THO RECENT BOOKS TO ADD TO YOUR MOTORING LIBARY.
TITH CHARISTIAS JUSPT AROUND THE COMVER PEREAPS AN

IDEA FOR PRESINTS FROM FPAMILY OR FRIVNDS,
A BISTORY OF SPORTS CiRS. BY G.N.GEORE.JIO0. PUBLISHED 3Y HAMLYN °I.95

Originally published in I970 by Thoras Nelsom, this lotest version is
In paperbaeck forn neasurdng 8% x IO" %% 6I oolour plates and 250 black
and vhite photos both modern wnd conterpory. "y |

The bock 1s divided into five parts, the eiorgancs of the sports cer,
the twentics, the thirties, post war recovery wnd the sports ear today.
These are subdivided into further ports frcri the main car pro.d.uuinc:
comatries, ' .

Althouch o hidtory of sports cars up to modern tines, two thirds of
the Book deals with pre-war nachinery. Possibly due %o & far crecer
variety of sports cars o choose fron before the last war. The book deals
brlefly with the history of the nargues and the other rwodels '!:hey produced
that ewolved into sporting nachinerys iltloush not a reference book in +the
soie vein as "The Conplete Eneyelopedin of Autdrobiles" by the sane author
and 7, Boddy's "The Sporbs Car" pocketbook,Fhe book is fairly infornative
and is interestin: in how it conparesdifferent rnkes of the saie size and
class perfomance and price wise,

VINT.GE CARS. BY CYRIL POSTHUMUS, PUBLISHED BY H.MLYN =2I,50

This book deals solely with vimbace cars in the dc'rrec’é sanse dealing |
only with cors namfoctured I91$ - 1930 inelusive, Althoush only 90 odd
puges this book has o hacd covor and rneasurss 82tz I1ln and hag a good deal
of period pictures and drawings some 30 of them in eolour and T00 in black
ond white, The nine parts of the book stort with s brief history of the .

vintage era, then to the éai.r’iy*poéti?ﬂr boén: vhich "gi’éceded the nini recession



of the following year, thon the price cutting, cyele cars, sports cors,
production pethods, racing cfe; and finally the depression which is the end
of the vimbage period and the start of a diffcrent era in nodoring altorether,

ch"

TIE HOOL RALLY,

A &ry start this yeor but drizzle set in after lunch vhich darpened
an otherwise successful day,

1.["'?‘15 non-entroants turned up this year in sone mce pre=-uar vehieles ond
were allowed in as roonm permitted, Aton: these was a nice Standard 9 Selby
tourer rocatbly obbained fairly local to Hooe from an clderly lady owner.

Thore was also song nice cars fron the official entrants athough
agoein only one Rdwardian,

The vheel chmxgi:wvs; ad fairly pepular with the public even thouzh -
we only had six entries,

The car and lady competition wes very well supported this year and
mist have been a record entry., It only necled the sun to finish off a
perfeeh daye

BEAGULIEU _AUTOJUBLY -

Those of you vho ventured Ho tho neeea of uotoring nania on the I4th
of Sept; will knew of the deluge that eane dowe all day, but nevertheless
it i ab b L4 the 10,000 awthugicgts who turmed Up,
This year the organisers asked stall holders only 4o sell sotoring itens
as oll sorts of objeets were appearing on stalls from Vietoriam Jan pots to
grondfather clocks.

There zre still tou many stalls to exanine thoroughly in a day. Barzaing

are still gveilohlebbut o lot of carlier stuff in fair condition is ow scarcc.
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FOR 3.LE.

1938 AUTIN RUBY CHASSIS £5.00

I934 LUSTIN 7 BRAKE SHOZS AND DRUMS  £7.50

1933 .USTIN T SET I9" WHEDLS @ CHASSIS WITH REAR AXLE 2I5,00
1933 (USTIN 7 SALOOI! VINDSCREEY £5.00

I938 AUSTIN T RUBY SALOON TINDSCREEW @ SIDE WINDOTS £25.00

193y AUSTIN I2/4 COMPLETE WITH LOGBOOK, NO HEADLAMPS SUIT/BLE FOR
SPAREI OR REBUILD IF YOU HAVE . BODY. REG: .JG 196, £25.00



